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1. Personal Information  
Name DILAN SEZER 

 

E-Mail dilan.sezer@unibas.ch 

Researcher ID / Publons AAH-2655-2019 

OrcID 0000-0003-4751-8387 

Other IDs Researchgate, Google Scholar 

Research Interests Chronic Primary Pain, meta-analysis, placebos, opioids 

   

2. Education  
 
Since 10.2020  
 

 
Psychotherapist trainee (Master of Advanced Studies in Person Centered 
Psychotherapy), Faculty of Psychology, University of Basel 

 
Since 09.2019  
 
 

 
PhD Candidate at University of Basel, Faculty of Psychology, Division of 
Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy  
PhD Advisor: Prof. Jens Gaab 

 
09.2017 –  07.2019 
 
 
 

 
Master of Science (summa cum laude) in Psychology, University of Basel, CH 
Master thesis: “The role of expectancy and adherence on open-label placebo 
effects in premenstrual syndrome: preliminary results of a randomized 
controlled trial” 

 
09.2014 –  07.2017 
 
 
 

 
Bachelor of Science (insigni cum laude) in Psychology, University of Basel, 
CH 
Bachelor thesis: “Twitter-Based Mental Health Research – 
A Proof of Concept Analysis of Population-Level Depression Monitoring” 

 
08.2012 –  06.2013 

 
Baccalaureate (insigni cum laude) at Wirtschaftsgymnasium Basel, CH 

 
01.2010 –  06.2010 

 
 
Exchange semester in the 10th grade at Green Meadow Waldorf School, 
Chestnut Ridge, NY US 

 
08.2000 –  06.2012 

 
IMS-F degree (insigni cum laude) at Rudolf Steiner Schule Basel, CH 

 
 
Workshops / Courses 

 
 

06.10.2021 
 

 
LaTeX for Beginners, Transferrable Skills Program at the University of Basel 
(Red Laviste) 

17.09.2021 
 

Power, Politics and Personal Effectiveness in Academia at the BEACON 
conference at the University of Basel (Andrea Kleinhuber) 

19.04. / 20.04.2021 Critical Reasoning and Logic (Malte Engel) 

15.03. / 16.03.2021 
 

 
Out with the language - training for voice, 
speaking and body language! (Katharina Padleschat) 

08.03. / 09.03. / 10.03.2021 Writing to be published (Paul Skandera) 
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04.11.2020 
 

Activating and motivating students in cooperative teaching-learning settings 
- taking into account digital teaching 

09.10. / 17.12.2020 Writing for Publication in Psychology (Stephan Meyer) 
 
24.09.2020 
 

 
Teaching according to the flipped classroom principle - ideas for 
contemporary university teaching 

 
07.09. / 12.10.2020 
 

Informationdesign - Design of presentation slides, posters, reports and 
handouts 

27.02.2020 Python Crash Course, University of Basel, CH 

10.02.2020 
 

 
Accompaniment and Evaluation of Final Papers and Seminar Papers, 
University of Basel, CH 

28.01.2020 
 

 
Good Clinical Practice Basiskurs, Clinical Trial Unit Basel 
 

23.01. – 25.01.2020 
 

Digital Epidemiology and Participatory Surveillance: Methods and 
Applications, Swiss Epidemiologic Winter School 

20.01. – 22.01.2020 
 

 
Advanced Methods in (Network) Meta-Analysis, Swiss Epidemiologic Winter 
School 

14.11. – 16.11.2019 
 
Metaanalysis with R, Cochrane Germany, DE 

 
20.06. – 21.06.2019 How to conduct a Systematic Review in Psychology, University of Basel, CH 
 
09.2019 – 12.2019 

 
Writing your Research Article and Thesis in English, University of Basel, CH 

  

3. Employment History 
 
Since 01.2021  
 
 

 
Psychotherapist at the Center for Psychotherapy at the University of Basel 
(40%) 
PhD Advisor: Prof. Jens Gaab 

 
Since 08.2020  
 

 
Lecturer of the project seminar at the Division of Clinical Psychology and 
Psychotherapy, Faculty of Psychology, University of Basel  

 
Since 09.2019  
 
 

 
PhD Candidate at University of Basel, Faculty of Psychology, Department of 
Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy (60%; 100% till 31.08.2020) 
PhD Advisor: Prof. Jens Gaab 

16.01.2019 – 11.07.2019 
 
 

 
Internship at University Hospital of Basel, Department of Medical Oncology, 
Psychoonkology (60%) 
Advisor: Dr. Diana Zwahlen 

08.2016 –  31.01.2019 
 
 

 
Research assistant at University of Basel, Faculty of Psychology, Department 
of Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy (20%) 
Advisors: Prof. Jens Gaab and Dr. Cosima Locher 

03.2014 – 06.2014 
 

 
Internship at Novartis France, Division of Critical Care, Marketing (100%) 
Advisor: Julien Dagher 
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4. Institutional Responsibilities 

01.11.2020 – 30.04.2021 
 

 
Part of the Working Group Sustainability at the Faculty of Psychology, 
University of Basel, CH 

01.01.2017 - 30.09.2017 
 

 
Part of the Curriculum-Planning Team at the Faculty of Psychology, 
University of Basel, CH 

  

5. Approved Research Projects 

01.2020 
 

 
Open-Label Placebo Treatment for Acute Postoperative Pain: A Randomized 
Controlled Trial, EKNZ Nr. 2020-00099, CH, Co-applicant 

  

6. Supervision of Junior Researchers 
 
Since 09.2019  

 
Masterprojects (Deborah Mächler, Rea Hoppler, Samira Lengacher, Victoria 
Räber, Sarah Simmen, Diego Meyerhans, Suzana Mirakej, Sarah Neubrand, 
Laura Tincknell, Deborah Laverde, Lena Zwahlen, Jennifer Lopez, Jana 
Hochreuter, Beata Gérgely, Mustafa Göçmen) 

Since 02.2020 
 
Bachelor Thesis (Aline Tschudin; Marius Hurni) 

  

7. Teaching Activities  

 
Since 09.2019  

 
Co-lead of several project seminar groups (total of 40 bachelor students; 
HS19, FS20, HS20, FS21, HS21, FS22) 

 
Since 09.2019  

 
Seminar “Kolloquium Klinische Psychologie und Psychotherapie” (HS19, 
FS20, HS20, FS21, HS21) 

  

8. Active memberships in scientific societies, fellowship in renowned 
academies 

Since 2017 
 
Member of the Society of Interdisciplinary Placebo Studies (SIPS) 

Since 2018 
 
Member of the Swiss Psychological Society (SPS) 

Since 2020 
 
Member of Initiative Psychologie im Umweltschutz (IPU) Schweiz 

Since 2021 
 
Member of the International Association for the Study of the Pain (IASP) 

  

9. Prizes, awards, fellowships 
 
07.2019 
 

 
Travel grant from the University of Basel for the 2nd SIPS Congress ain 
Leiden 

 
09.2019 

 
Travel grant from the University of Basel for the Symposium of Perspectives 
on Good Treatment in Plymouth 
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10. Personal skills 

Languages 
 

 
German: native, English: fluent in spoken and written, French: good 
knowledge, Turkish: good knowledge in spoken 

Technical Skills 
 
 

 
Microsoft Office, Mac OS, EndNote, “R”, Questback/Limesurvey, Covidence, 
Confluence, 

  

11. Publications & Scientific Contributions 
 
Published Work 

 
01.2020 
 

 
Gerger H., Buergler S., Sezer D., Grethler M., Gaab J., & Locher C. (2020). The 
Healing Encounters and Attitudes Lists (HEAL): Psychometric properties of a 
German version in comparison with the original HEAL. Frontiers in 
Psychiatry, 10, 897. doi: 10.3389/fpsyt.2019.00897 

  
11.2021 

 
Sezer D., De Leeuw M., Netzer C. M., Dieterle M., Meyer A. H., Buergler S., 
Locher C., Ruppen W., Gaab J., & Schneider T. (2021). Open-Label Placebo 
Treatment for Acute Postoperative Pain (OLP-POP Study): Study Protocol of 
a Randomized Controlled Trial. Frontiers in Medicine: 2057. doi: 
10.3389/fmed.2021.687398  

 
Unpublished 
Work 

 
05.2019 
 
 

Masterarbeit: "The role of expectancy and adherence on open-label placebo 
effects in prementstrual syndrome: preliminary results of a randomized 
controlled trial" (Note: 6) 

  
05.2017 
 

 
Bachelorarbeit: "Twitter-Based Mental Health Research - A Proof of Concept 
Analysis of Population-Level Depression Monitoring" (Note: 6) 

 
Contributions to 
conferences 
 

 
09.07.2019 
2nd Official SIPS 
Conference on 
Placebo Studies, 
Leiden, NL 
 

 
Poster: The role of expectancy and adherence on open-label placebo effects 
in premenstrual syndrome: preliminary results of a randomized controlled 
trial 

 

 
12.08.2019 
Symposium: 
Perspectives on 
Good Treatment, 
Plymouth, GB 
 

 
Poster: The role of expectancy and adherence on open-label placebo effects 
in premenstrual syndrome: preliminary results of a randomized controlled 
trial 

 

 
27.05.2021 
3rd Official SIPS 
Conference on 
Placebo Studies, 
Baltimore, USA 
 

 
Poster: Placebo effects in experimentally induced guilt:  
A randomized controlled trial 
 

 

 
28.05.2021 
3rd Official SIPS 
Conference on 
Placebo Studies, 
Baltimore, USA 
 

 
Talk: Open-Label Placebo Treatment for Acute Postoperative Pain:  
A Randomized Controlled Trial 
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17.09.2021 
BEACON 
Conference, 
Faculty of 
Psychology, 
University of Basel 

 
Poster: “Do placebos also work without deception?” Open-Label Placebo 
Treatment for Acute Postoperative Pain: A Randomized Controlled Trial 
 

 


